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NEWS RELEASE
VATICAN COMMUNICATOR REFLECTS ON POPE JOHN PAUL II'S LEGACY,
RECEIVES UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S TOP RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATION AWARD
DAYTON, Ohio- Marjorie Weeke says she's grown weary of reporters' fixation on Pope
John Paul II's health and speculations about who will be the next pontiff.
Weeke, who facilitated media coverage for three popes over three decades, would rather
focus on his human qualities.
"He's a very kind, very simple person," said Weeke, who traveled from Rome to receive the
DanielJ. Kane Religious Communication Award from theUniversity of Dayton on May 25. "He
has this public persona, then he has this introspective, spiritual side. He's always impressed me
as being very natural, kind and patient. Every person is important to him. He never lost his
temper in all the years I was there."
The University of Dayton bestowed the honor on Weeke for her tireless work as an official
with the Pontifical Council for Social Communication at the Vatican, according to Sister Angela
Ann Zukowski, M.H.S.H., director of UD's Institute for Pastoral Initiatives. Weeke retired in

2001, but still works as a media consultant on film productions and television programs about the
Vatican, most recently for NBC News, ABC's "Good Morning America," CBS' "60 Minutes,"
NHK-TV of Japan and film companies from the United States, France, Denmark and Norway.
"She has paved the way for international media professionals to capture the story of the
Catholic Church and especially the life of Pope John Paul II in imaginative and creative ways,"
Zukowski said. "She is well known by all the major media throughout the world."
Weeke vividly remembers her surprise when a Turkish journalist called her with one of the
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most unusual requests she had ever received from a reporter: "I have the mother of the pope's
(would-be) assassin with me, and she wants to meet him and say how sorry she is."
In one of those unexpected moments that remain etched in memory, Weeke scurried to

facilitate getting Muzeyen Agca in to see Pope John Paul IT, who survived the May 13, 1981,
attempt on his life in St. Peter's Square by Turkish activist Mehmet Ali Agca.
"I managed to get a Vatican TV photographer in the room when he embraced her. That
was the one bright light in that awful period," she remembered.
What will Pope John Paul II's legacy be? Weeke points to his teachings. "All that he's
written may take up at least half a mile in the Vatican's archives. No pope has written as much as
him," she said. "Some people are calling him the man of the century."
During three decades with the Pontifical Council, Weeke coordinated radio, television, film,
video and photographic coverage for papal ceremonies and other events, such as the funeral of
Pope Paul VI and the conclaves of Pope John Paul I and Pope John Paul II. She facilitated
coverage of the papal visits of five U.S. presidents and other heads of state and monarchs. In all,
she managed more than 1,000 large-scale celebrations at the Vatican under Pope John Paul II,
including three Holy Years, the millennium and the canonizations of saints.
Weeke recently scoured through 4.5 million photographs of Pope John Paul II's first 25
years in office to select 160 images for use in the 2003 papal anniversary book, John Paul II: A

Light for the World that was published by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Before Weeke worked for the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, she was a
reporter and producer at Vatican Radio.
The University of Dayton annually awards the Daniel J. Kane Religious Communications
Award, named after the former communication director of the archdiocese of Cincinnati, to
nationally and internationally recognized figures who have made a lifetime contribution to religious
communications.
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